
German-Nordic Social Democratic Youth Network 
 

“On the path of Willy Brandt and Olof Palme..” 
 

 
From the 15th until the 17th of December 2017, the members of Junge 

Sozialisten (Jusos) Schleswig-Flensburg, Flensburg, Neumünster, Nordfriesland 
and Sveriges Socialdemokratiska Ungdomsförbund (SSU) Stockholm met the 
first time in order to lay the grounds for the “German-Nordic Social Democratic 
Youth Network”. The overall idea behind this project is to establish a consistent 
network for the exchange of progressive and future oriented social democratic 
political ideas from different countries. 
 

The Nordic countries have regularly been proven to be among the most 
socially progressive countries worldwide - a development that has strongly been 
shaped by social democratic politics during history. Germany is one of the 
strongest and most influencing players regarding international politics - especially 
in the European Union. By close collaboration we hope that these two basic 
positions can be used to more intensely push through social democratic, 
progressive positions in both our home countries but also in the European Union. 

 
On the following page, we have summarized our discussions from the first 

meeting and based on these developed a strategy paper for future meetings. Our 
goal for the future is to have delegations from Germany, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, Finland, and Iceland as fixed members of this network.  
 
 
December 17th, 2017 
 
Developed by the participating delegations of 
 

   
   



German-Nordic Social Democratic Youth Network 
 

Strategy Paper 
 

 
1. Education 

• By comparing the different educational systems, we want to subtract the best ideas from 
all systems and in the end combine these in order to form “the ideal” system, where 
different perspectives complement each other.  

• Issues raised: free choice of school, ownership of schools, grading (SSU S); the 
implementation of inclusion, lack of financial resources, fragmentation, critique KMK 
(Jusos) 

 
2. Populism  

• We recognized that the symptoms are nearly the same in various European countries 
and that we should discuss dealing with populism in Europe due to different extents of 
local populist developments. 

• We also recognized that no country has come up sufficient solution yet. 
• In order to tackle the problem, we need to recognize their (right-winged voters) 

issues/concerns and present our solutions. 
• We need to form and present a common vision. We should not abandon our ideals in 

order to get votes. 
 
3. International politics 

• SSU S elaborated about a range of projects in different areas of the world.  
• Different definitions of globalization and internationalism amongst the different 

associations.  
• The issues of development politics and foreign aid, climate change and sustainability, 

the Israel/Palestine conflict, West Sahara conflict (SSU S).  
• Jusos: critique of EU reg. refugee situation, Frontex, Dublin III treaty, Brexit, legitimacy 

of EU-parliament. 
 
4. Feminism 

• A feminist is any person who believes in the social, political, and economic equality of 
all genders, regardless of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic class, religion, ability and 
sexual orientation.  

• We are not equal now - we aim for being equal. 
• Issues raised gender-pay gap, glass-ceiling, female/male jobs, unpaid work in the 

household, day-care curriculum, day-care/kinder garden accessibility, part-time back to 
fulltime work.  

 
5. Campaigning 

• Motivating people in order to participate in our organizations/motivating to stay in our 
organization.  

• New strategies for creative election campaigns.  
• Special emphasis on working class and right winged voters.  
• Keywords: grass-roots, active listening, canvassing, use of language, long-term 

planning 
• How to get more present during everyday life as a politician for the people? 


